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and to Tim Wirth, who has done a magnificent
job now in the State Department taking his en-
vironmental passion global. Even when I get
bad press, Tim Wirth gets good press. He has
been almost universally acclaimed for the breath
of fresh air he has brought to the efforts of
the United States to promote responsible poli-
cies to preserve and enhance life throughout
this planet. And I’m glad to be here with him
today. And I want you to know that even though
he’s not a Senator from Colorado anymore, he
is serving the people of Colorado in an exem-
plary way.

Almost 100 years ago to the day, not far from
here, another visitor to Colorado was moved
by what she saw, and she wrote a poem. She
wrote of spacious skies and fruited plains and
amber waves of grain. On that day Katherine
Lee Bates described America the Beautiful.
Today we return to reaffirm the beauty and
the majesty of the land that she fell in love
with and that we all hold dear. Today I come
back to sign H.R. 631, the Colorado Wilderness
Act, which designates a total of 612,000 acres,
19 separate areas in our national forests, as com-
ponents of the National Wilderness Preservation
System. The Act also protects five areas totaling
over 150,000 acres under management plans
that are slightly less restrictive but still impor-
tant. It protects rugged and roadless expanses,
sets aside glacier-chiseled valleys and jagged
peaks, preserves the calm of still mountain
meadows and the cathedrals of magic old-growth
groves.

The names of the places we are preserving
today provide more than ample proof of their
majesty. Sangre de Cristo range is a haunting
and painful image of a barren peak washed in
sunset colors. Fossil Ridge speaks of wide-eyed
children stumbling upon ancient relics, hopefully
not as they turned out in ‘‘Jurassic Park.’’
[Laughter] Oh Be Joyful is surely a peak that
will be noticed on any topographical map.

At the same time as it protects these treas-
ures, the Act releases about 115,000 acres of
Forest Service lands in Colorado for other pur-
poses, balancing the goal of preserving our envi-
ronment with the need to provide for a healthy
economy for the people who live and work here.

It’s been a dozen years since the last legisla-
tion designating wilderness in Colorado, a dozen
since an administration has been committed to
expanding wilderness delegations. In those years
wilderness designations were questioned by
those who wonder why these things must be
set apart and saved. We save our wilderness
because it reflects the diversity of the gifts of
God that go with the diversity of our people
and our culture and because many, many of
us believe that its sheer grandeur offers us the
clearest evidence we have here on Earth of di-
vine providence. The great conservationist John
Muir said, ‘‘Everyone needs beauty,’’ and that’s
why we save wilderness.

I’d like to close today with a short message
from Wallace Stegner to acknowledge his pass-
ing this past spring and to acknowledge the wil-
derness area of which he wrote so eloquently.
‘‘The remainder and the reassurance that is still
there is good for our spiritual health even if
we never once in 10 years set foot on it,’’ he
wrote. ‘‘It is good for us when we are young
because of the incomparable sanity it can bring
briefly, as vacation and rest, into our insane
lives. It is important to us when we are old
simply because it is there. Important, that is,
simply as an idea.’’ That idea, an essentially
American idea, is embodied in this act of Con-
gress. I thank all of you who made it possible.
And I am proud to have the opportunity to
sign it into law.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:35 p.m. at
Stapleton Airport. H.R. 631, approved August 13,
was assigned Public Law No. 103–77.

Statement on Signing the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993
August 13, 1993

I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 631, the
‘‘Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993.’’ This Act
designates 19 areas within the National Forests

and public lands of Colorado, encompassing
612,000 acres, as components of the National
Wilderness Preservation System. This Act also
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protects five areas, totalling some 155,000 acres,
under management plans that are slightly less
restrictive than wilderness designation.

Enactment of this bill ends a long debate
regarding wilderness designation in the National
Forests of Colorado. Key to resolving this debate
is the compromise language on the protection
of wilderness water resources. Because all of
the areas designated as wilderness lie at the
headwaters of river watersheds, wilderness water
resources can be protected by restricting new
diversions of water from within these areas. Ex-
isting water rights and water diversions are also
protected by this Act. In short, the Colorado
delegation has found an innovative solution to
a very complicated water resources issue, and
for this they are to be commended. However,
the circumstances in Colorado are unique and
this compromise language may have to be re-
fined if it is to be used to protect wilderness
water resources in other States.

By signing this bill into law today, we further
the protection of unique and sensitive lands
within the National Forests of Colorado. The
areas designated in this Act are outstanding ad-
ditions to the National Wilderness Preservation
System. These areas join the 2.6 million acres

of outstanding National Forest System (NFS)
lands in the State that have already been des-
ignated as wilderness. At the same time, this
Act releases about 115,000 acres of NFS lands
in Colorado for other purposes, balancing the
goal of environmental protection with the need
to provide for a healthy economy.

Today, we complete the decade-long process
of reviewing wilderness study areas in Colorado
that were designated in earlier legislation. I
commend the Colorado delegation for their dili-
gence and bipartisan leadership in making this
Act a reality. This balanced approach to wilder-
ness designation preserves opportunities for eco-
nomic development in Colorado, while maintain-
ing the quality of life that makes Colorado such
a wonderful place to live and work.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
August 13, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 631, approved August 13, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–77. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on August 14.

Statement on Signing the Small Business Guaranteed Credit Enhancement
Act of 1993
August 13, 1993

Today I am signing S. 1274, the ‘‘Small Busi-
ness Guaranteed Credit Enhancement Act of
1993.’’ This legislation will inject new life into
many small businesses by significantly increasing
the availability of loans that can be guaranteed
by the Small Business Administration (SBA).

My Administration and the Congress recog-
nize that SBA is an increasingly critical compo-
nent of our efforts to end the credit crunch
by making sufficient capital available for small
businesses to grow and prosper. The demand
for SBA loan guarantees has increased over the
past several years at a 35 to 40 percent annual
rate, as banks have increasingly turned to SBA
for assistance in small business lending.

S. 1274 increases the amount of loans that
may be guaranteed per dollar of credit subsidy.
This will allow SBA to more than double its

Section 7(a) General Business Loan Guarantee
program from a range of $3 billion to $4 billion
to a range of $7 billion to $8 billion in fiscal
year 1994, based on anticipated appropriations.
This higher program level will provide an unin-
terrupted source of credit for small businesses,
something that has been lacking over the past
few years. And it will do so while providing
significant savings to the taxpayers. The savings
will be about $180 million in the first year and
$748 million over four years relative to appro-
priations that would be needed to meet ex-
pected demand for the 7(a) program absent the
reforms.
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